Principles underlying this Version Control system: 

1) Enable migration to the latest schema versions to be seamless for applications wherever possible.

2) Ensure that instance documents do not need to contain version numbers. Therefore, systems do not need to be changed to run with new minor versions.

1.1 
Difference between Major and Minor Versions

1.1.1 Minor changes (will not affect existing applications):

Adding new types to base type schema

1.1.2 Major changes (liable to break existing applications):

Changing existing types in base type schema (libraries)

Be aware of the differences in process for creating NEW types (Minor Release) as opposed to CHANGING existing ones (Major Release).

1.2 Version Numbering

1. Each archive version of a schema (base, message or application) will have the following file name format:


CoreComponentsV1_03.xsd

where “CoreComponents” is the schema name, “V1” indicates major version 1, and “_03” indicates minor version 03.  

Internally, the file will show 

<schema targetNamespace="http://www.aah.co.uk/schema/CoreComponentsV1" elementFormDefault="unqualified" version="1.03">

where “CoreComponentsV1” is the Namespace name (always including the major version number) and the “version” attribute shows the major (1) and minor (03) versions.

2. Additionally, the most recent/current version of a schema (base, message or application) will have the following file name format:

CoreComponentsV1_X.xsd

Which indicates the latest minor version within major version 1.

The use of this generic “X” allows applications to upgrade to new minor versions without needing to change this hard-coded file name.

3. Major version dependency handling

Any schema that import a schema which undergoes a major version change will need to be updated also – and themselves handled as a major version change. They will have to import the latest versions within the major release – therefore, in such schema:

<import namespace="http://www.aah.co.uk/schema/BusinessComponentsV1" schemaLocation="BusinessComponentsV1_X.xsd"/>

Will need to become:

 <import namespace="http://www.aah.co.uk/schema/BusinessComponentsV2" schemaLocation="BusinessComponentsV2_X.xsd"/>

